
International and Local Peace Connections

In the autumn of 1889, a fairly minor aristocrat Bertha Sophia Felicita Frei Frau von 
Suttner wrote this book “Die Waffen Nieder” - Lay Down your Weapons - a pacifist 
novel. 

Von Suttner believed peace to be the natural state of things and war to be a 
consequence of man’s madness.

There are about 9 billion people on our planet, and we are connected to one another
so much more closely than we often think.

In her book, the narrator - a soldier’s wife says:

“Look, the bookshop owner in Vienna has sent us a few things. Including this 
recently published work by an English naturalist, a one Charles Darwin. It’s called 
The Origin of the Species. He says that this book is particularly interesting and likely 
to become epoch defining.”

Her Father replies “During such an important time as now, who’s interested in such 
trivia? What can be epoch defining for mankind in a book about animals and plant 
species? The coming together of the Italian states, the dominance of Austria in the 
German federation, those are wide ranging issues, they will be remembered in 
future, when no one remembers this English book any more. Mark my word.”

She replied. “Oh I have.”

Darwin was known to visit Llanymynech Rocks to study geology, and he was a great 
influence on von Suttner’s approach to anti-war thinking as the previous passage 
shows.

In 1905, von Suttner became one of the first people to be awarded a Nobel Peace 
Prize and the very first woman to receive it.

So as we sit in Pant Memorial Hall, who knew that indirectly our local area would be 
connected to the internationally recognised Nobel Peace Prize?

In her acceptance speech in Oslo she said:

“One of the eternal truths is that happiness is created and developed in peace, and 
one of the eternal rights is the individual’s right to live. The strongest of all instincts, 
that of self-preservation, is an assertion of this right.”

It is unnecessary for me to point out how little this right is respected in the present 
state of civilization. Up to the present time, the military organization of our society 
has been founded upon a denial of the possibility of peace, a contempt for the value
of human life, and an acceptance of the urge to kill.

And because this has been so -as far back as world history records - most people 
believe that it must always remain so. That the world is ever changing and 
developing is still not generally recognized, since the knowledge of the laws of 



evolution, which control all life, whether on the geological timespan or in society, 
belongs to a recent period of scientific development.

Bertha von Suttna died in June 1914, one week before the assassination in Sarajevo 
that led to the First World War.


